
LecturePre-Read
Post-

Review

Slides

Actively 
analyze

Pause at end of 
each paragraph 
or major bullet

Ask “Does this make 
sense to me?”

Mark response: 
, ?, or X

2 to 24 hours before lecture 2 to 24 hours after lecture

Gain exposure 
to new things

Vocabulary

Concepts

and
or

EXPOSURE 
#1

EXPOSURE 
#2

EXPOSURE 
#3

…3 exposures
within ~48 hrs
to optimize learning

Processing

Active
Listening

Asking ?s

Notetaking must
be effective and

efficient

Bring & mark up 
slides

Use symbols: 
circles, 
arrows, 

stars, etc.

Write when 
necessary

Set as recurring 
appointment

Set as recurring 
appointment

Textbook
Use lecture 
materials

Slides & 
Notes

Ask yourself:  
Can I explain 

this in my own 
words?

Work through lecture 
bullet-by-bullet
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20-30 
mins

45-60 
mins

No

Yes

Fight for 
understanding

Use your 
resources

Track & 
prioritize

Quiz

Early & often With partner or
written on paper or

typed on screen

Short essay ?s  How? Why?

No notes/slides

Check work

Iterate as 
needed:

fight-quiz
fight-quiz

etc.

We study to understand the material
—to own the concepts and their interrelationships—

NOT to borrow the information we need to do well on an exam!

Concepts/Things
People/Terms
Components

Similarities
Differences
Correlation
Causation
Timing/Size

Start your 
subconscious 

analytic engine

Broad question Print slides 
before lecture

Prepares 
you to 

“keep up” 
in lecture

2

1

Checks for 
“blind spots”

Very specific 
question!

Don’t re-read!

Figure out 
how it 

works/fits:
•Outline
•Mind map
•Chart
•Matrix

Slides
Notes
Me!
Book
Web
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REALLY? Prove it!

Roblyer (TAMU)
12 Apr 2017

They have 
lots of 

words so 
you can 

write less!

When writing, you step 
out of “flow” of 

lecture—keep it brief!


